
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, September 14, 2020 - 10:30 AM 

  
Ike Tyler, Chairperson 
Roy Holzer, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Vice-Chairman Holzer called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 
10:30 am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun 
Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Steve McNally, Jim 
Monty, Noel Merrihew, Jay Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller. 
Archie Depo, Jeffrey Subra, and Ike Tyler had been previously excused. Robin DeLoria was 
absent. 

 
Department Heads present: Dan Palmer and Anna Reynolds. Dan Manning was absent. 
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey  
 
Also present: Aurora McCaffrey - Historian. Carol Calabrese and Jody Olcott - IDA and had been 
previously excused. Jim McKenna - ROOST and James Seeley - Cornell Cooperative Extension 
were absent. 
 
 
HOLZER: We’ll call this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee to order. 
 

************************* 
 
 The first item on the agenda was the IDA, with Carol Calabrese and Jody Olcott having 
both been previously excused and no report was given. 
 
 

*************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds reporting 
as follows: 
 
REYNOLDS: Hello, I just have my report that I submitted earlier, but if anyone has any questions, 
just let me know.  
 
HOLZER: More of a comment from me. Again, I appreciate all the work that your office does for 
the Town of Wilmington and the County, so thank you, Anna. Joe, you have a question?  
 
GIORDANO: Just the census, I know you have talked earlier this week or last week on, we’re 
trying to match the 2010 census response rates, if you can by the end of September?  
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REYNOLDS: Yup 
 
GIORDANO: And also do you happen to have what those are, compared to what each town is 
doing… 
 
MONTY: Lewis is leading.  
 
REYNOLDS: Yeah, Lewis has been leading the whole time. Right now, as of this morning we’re 
at 41.1% and 2010 it’s 50.1%. So, that’s our goal, to get 50.1% or better.  
 
GIORDANO:  Between now and the end of September?  
 
REYNOLDS: Yeah, so, we have like 17 days.  
 
GIORDANO: And I know there was a resolution passed with DPW for some additional funds put 
out to help with the census.  
 
MONTY: I don’t think it was DPW.  
 
REYNOLDS: It was us, last month.  
 
MONTY: ACAP received some funding.  
 
GIORDANO: Yeah, that’s right. 
 
MONTY: Approximately $49,000.00.  
 
GIORDANO: $47,500.00 
 
MONTY: Something like that and I know last Friday, Friday or Thursday, they partnered with 
Denton’s Store in Lewis, offering anyone a free sandwich and a bottle of water if they come in 
and filled out the census and they had census workers right there and it was a huge day and stuff. 
They used part of that funding for that. In fact, it was such a big hit that they’re doing it, again, 
today.  
 
PALMER: So, that is based on if you eat enough you can be counted twice? (laughter)  
 
MONTY: Depends on who it was, I had to kick Ike out three times (laughter). Emma Jean O’Kusky 
is a coordinator at ACAP that is handling this. If you contact Emma Jean and she can help set 
something up, to get our numbers up.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, I have a question and I should know the answer to this, it’s my 4th census I’ve 
been through. So, at the end of the day, if they only get 50%, what are you actually listed for as 
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population? How do they make that determination?  
 
REYNOLDS: I’m not really sure, but it’s probably based on estimates. But, it’s really based on 
funding, to be honest, because some of the federal funding is based on population, like the WIC 
program. They can see by age groups, like what kind of programs are going to be needed for the 
next ten years, just as an example. So, that’s an estimate for funding.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, we understand that, but again it’s a good question and I guess I can try and 
figure that out, but if they actually only have a 50% response rate, how do that extrapolate that 
out to a total amount? If only half of our total population responds, how do they still determine we 
have the rest of our population? 
 
REYNOLDS: Right, I know there’s some from the tax parcels, so I’m not sure if that’s where they 
take the estimate, but I can find out from my census contact.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I don’t know what they use, demographics and other numbers to come up with.  
 
WILSON: Like in Keene, where we’re like at least 50% second homeowners, you know if we’re 
getting a 50% response rate, that’s everybody that lives there, but it’s still only 50%, because 
there’s so many second homes.  
 
HOLZER: But, second homeowners are still required to go on the census and enter zero and 
acknowledge that they own a parcel in your community. It’s a lot harder than it sounds.  
 
REYNOLDS: It’s confusing, it’s people that, I fill out the survey to be counted, but I might have 
two homes, so I was only counted once, technically, I need to count myself, again, in my other 
home. You would just be counted as zero if you don’t live in this home. So, that’s a 
miscommunication that has occurred.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I filled out two surveys that were mailed to me. I still have census takers showing 
up at the house. 
 
HOLZER: I actually questioned that, as well and they told me, because we had the census 
workers at the Wilmington Community Center and they said they’re charged, the census workers 
are charged with verifying the information that an individual might put online, is why they keep 
going back. I’ve had constituents were census workers have been there, like three times and 
they’re getting thrown off the property now. You know there has to be a better way that they can 
go about getting a count. Either assign, in Wilmington for example, we’ve had like three, four 
different census workers. They’re only there for the day, they’re in and out, they have no real 
commitment to really digging into the census. So, as you’re talking to people, Anna, it would 
actually help if they would assign a consistent person, even in our towns for a couple days, 
because we’re the ones that could help them find people that aren’t on their list.  
 
PALMER: Yeah 
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HOLZER: Not people from Malone or another county that are just interested in going back home. 
You know they’re not staying here for any length of time.  
 
REYNOLDS: And they’re not recognized, which is another aversion.  
 
HOLZER: They’re not using the tools that they could have available to them.  
Is there any other questions for Anna?  
Thank you, Anna.  
 
REYNOLDS: Thank you 
 
HOLZER: Referrals from Planning, none.  
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Historian, Aurora McCaffrey reporting as follows: 
 
MCCAFFERY: Hi, good morning. You got my report that I submitted. I am happy to answer 
questions.  
 
HOLZER: Any questions?  
 
GILLILLAND: I sent the new description of the painting that Aurora had put together and vetted, 
quite well, from what I understand and I think, you know I’ve got to commend you on your 
research.  
 
MCCAFFREY: Thank you 
 
GILLILLAND: And your objectiveness on it and stuff, I think you did a very good job. Most the 
Supervisors that I sent it to agree. So, you know if it’s the consensus of the Board we can move 
forward and put it up under the painting.  
 
HOLZER: Would someone like to move that as that description being acceptable? Mr. Hughes, 
second by Mr. Rand.  
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WORDING OF THE UPDATED NARRATIVE OF THE 
SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN PAINTING AND AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT IN THE BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS.  
Hughes, Rand 
 
HOLZER: Discussion? All in favor? Opposed? Motion carries.  
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MCCAFFREY: Thank you. Would you like me to fabricate the label?  
 
GILLILLAND: Yes 
 
MCCAFFREY: Alright, thank you.  
 
HOLZER: Thank you 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Cornell Cooperative Extension, with no report given. 
 
HOLZER: Cooperative Extension, no report.  
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with Jim 
McKenna absent and no report given. 
 
HOLZER: So, before I wrap up with meeting, I’m not sure when they’ll allow me back up here 
again, so I want to take this opportunity to talk to my neighbor in North Elba and Lake Placid to 
remind him of where Whiteface Mountain is. Apparently they have an issue with geography and 
where the location of our ski center is, but hopefully and I’ve been waiting for just the right time to 
do this, hopefully, I’m presenting him with an official Wilmington/Whiteface hat so he can 
remember where our ski mountain is, Mr. Rand.  
 
RAND: This has been going on for a long time.  
 
HOLZER: It’s hurtful, it’s hurtful. So, I wanted to do that while I had a chance up here.  
Is there any other issues to come before Economic Development? We are adjourned.  
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:38 AM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


